University Lecture Series (ULS)
Winter 2027 - February 4 to March 11, 2027

Confirmed Speakers to date; please check back for updates.

1. Date: Thursday, February 4, 2027
Speaker: Kim Echlin

Brief Biography: Kim Echlin has a PhD in literature and teaches Creative
Writing at the School for Continuing Studies. She is a novelist and translator,
editor. She has written five novels. The Disappeared is translated into 20
languages and won the Barnes and Noble New Writing Award. Speak, Silence,
about the International Criminal Court, won the City of Toronto Book award. Her
new novel is about the first poet in Mesopotamia to sign her own name to her
poetry and to stand up against empire.

Her nonfiction focuses on social justice, women'’s voices and freedom of
expression. She has won the CBC Nonfiction Award and the Dalton Camp Award. Her new collection of
essays, Tell Others, reflects on literature and witness.

Kim is a board member of PEN International. All author proceeds from Tell Others are donated to PEN.

Lecture Title: Tell Others: Storytelling for a World in Turmoil

Lecture Description: Novelist Kim Echlin examines why we read and how we turn to literature to
witness to the world. Drawing from her new collection of essays, Tell Others, she will explore in this
lecture how reading literature resists silencing and repression with truth and imagination.

Echlin blends her lived experiences of work and research in many parts of the world—teaching in China,
travelling in Cambodia, researching war crimes at The Hague, examining her own family’s secrets—with
the reading she loves. Whether we read in books clubs or alone or in classes, she will talk about how our
reading is a way to share our engagement in the world and to make meaning from the stories that
buried bones tell. She will tell stories about the writers she loves to think about how we make a
difference for good in the world by reading, sharing our ideas, and allowing our imaginations to touch
the imaginations of others.

2. Date: Thursday, February 11, 2027

3. Date: Thursday, February 18, 2027



4. Date: Thursday, February 25, 2027
Speaker: Dr. Daniel Drucker

Brief Biography: Few Canadian scientists have had a greater impact on global
health in recent decades than Dr. Daniel J. Drucker. Dr. Drucker is a physician-
scientist whose pioneering research transformed the treatment of diabetes and
obesity and has improved the lives of millions of people worldwide. His work led
to the discovery and characterization of the gut hormone GLP-1, laying the
scientific foundation for a new generation of medicines, including widely used
therapies such as Ozempic. In addition to their impact on diabetes and obesity,

GLP-1-based therapies are opening new avenues of research in areas such as
cardiovascular disease, neurodegenerative disorders, and other chronic health conditions. Dr. Drucker's
contributions have earned numerous international honours, including the Canada Gairdner International
Award, the Wolf Prize in Medicine, induction into the Canadian Medical Hall of Fame, recognition on
Time magazine's list of the 100 Most Influential People in 2024, and the 2025 Breakthrough Prize in Life
Sciences for the discovery and characterization of GLP-1 and its potential in treating diabetes and
obesity. He is a Senior Investigator at the Lunenfeld-Tanenbaum Research Institute, Sinai Health, and
University Professor of Medicine at the University of Toronto.

Lecture Title: The Expanding Landscape of GLP-1 Medicines

Lecture Description: Elucidation of the wide-ranging effects of GLP-1, a naturally occurring gut
hormone, has given rise to a series of powerful GLP-1 medicines, initially developed for people with
type 2 diabetes and later for weight loss in people with overweight or obesity. In this lecture Dr. Drucker
will review the evidence and mechanisms linking GLP-1-based medicines to improved heart and
metabolic health — including reduced heart attacks, strokes, kidney disease, and liver disease — in
people with type 2 diabetes and obesity. He will also highlight the future of GLP-1-based medicine,
including new disease indications and greatly enhanced efficacy for treating type 2 diabetes. Next-
generation GLP-1 medicines promise better glucose control, greater weight loss, reduced
inflammation, and lower mortality — delivering major health benefits for people living with type 2
diabetes, obesity, and related cardiometabolic disorders.

5. Date: Thursday, March 4, 2027

6. Date: Thursday, March 11, 2027
Alan Toff Art Lecture



