
University Lecture Series (ULS) 
Winter 2027 – February 4 to March 11, 2027 
(as of July 28, 2026) 
 
Confirmed Speakers to date; please check back for updates. 
 

1. Date: Thursday, February 5, 2027 
2. Date: Thursday, February 11, 2027 
3. Date: Thursday, February 18, 2027 

 
4. Date: Thursday, February 25, 2027 

Speaker: Dr. Daniel Drucker 

Brief Biography: Few Canadian scientists have had a greater impact on global health in recent decades 
than Dr. Daniel J. Drucker. Dr. Drucker is a physician-scientist whose pioneering 
research transformed the treatment of diabetes and obesity and has improved the 
lives of millions of people worldwide. His work led to the discovery and 
characterization of the gut hormone GLP-1, laying the scientific foundation for a 
new generation of medicines, including widely used therapies such as Ozempic. In 
addition to their impact on diabetes and obesity, GLP-1-based therapies are 
opening new avenues of research in areas such as cardiovascular disease, 
neurodegenerative disorders, and other chronic health conditions. Dr. Drucker's 

contributions have earned numerous international honours, including the Canada Gairdner International 
Award, the Wolf Prize in Medicine, induction into the Canadian Medical Hall of Fame, recognition on 
Time magazine's list of the 100 Most Influential People in 2024, and the 2025 Breakthrough Prize in Life 
Sciences for the discovery and characterization of GLP-1 and its potential in treating diabetes and 
obesity. He is a Senior Investigator at the Lunenfeld-Tanenbaum Research Institute, Sinai Health, and 
University Professor of Medicine at the University of Toronto. 

Lecture Title: The Expanding Landscape of GLP-1 Medicines  
 
Lecture Description: Elucidation of the wide-ranging eƯects of GLP-1, a naturally occurring gut 
hormone, has given rise to a series of powerful GLP-1 medicines, initially developed for people with 
type 2 diabetes and later for weight loss in people with overweight or obesity. In this lecture Dr. Drucker 
will review the evidence and mechanisms linking GLP-1-based medicines to improved heart and 
metabolic health — including reduced heart attacks, strokes, kidney disease, and liver disease — in 
people with type 2 diabetes and obesity. He will also highlight the future of GLP-1-based medicine, 
including new disease indications and greatly enhanced eƯicacy for treating type 2 diabetes. Next-
generation GLP-1 medicines promise better glucose control, greater weight loss, reduced 
inflammation, and lower mortality — delivering major health benefits for people living with type 2 
diabetes, obesity, and related cardiometabolic disorders. 
 

5. Date: Thursday, March 4, 2027 
6. Date: Thursday, March 11, 2027 

Alan ToƯ Art Lecture 


